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of reflection as to what he owed by way of reparation
for a public offence, agreed to this course.

De Bar, convicted of having fabricated this docu-
ment, by his own admission before the public tribunal,
was not condemned to death, but to perpetual im-
prisonment. As may be believed, this adventure made
a great stir; but what cannot be believed so easily is,
the conduct of the Messieurs Bouillon about fifteen
months afterwards.

At the time when the false document above referred
to was discovered, Cardinal de Bouillon had commis-
sioned Baluze, a man much given to genealogical
studies, to write the history of the house of Auvergne.
In this history, the descent, by male issue, of the
Bouillons from the Counts of Auvergne, was estab-
lished upon the evidence supplied by this document.
At least, nobody doubted that such was the case, and
the world was strangely scandalised to see the work
appear after that document had been pronounced to be
a forgery. Many learned men and friends of Baluze
considered him so dishonoured by it, that they broke
off all relations with him, and this put the finishing
touch to the confusion of this affair.

On Thursday, the 7th of March, 1707, a strange
event troubled the King, and filled the Court and the
town with rumours. Beringhen, first master of the
horse, left Versailles at seven o'clock in the evening of
that day, to go to Paris, alone in one of the King's
coaches, two of the royal footmen behind, and a groom
carrying a torch before him on the seventh horse. The
carriage had reached the plain of Bissancourt, and was
passing between a farm on the road near Sevres bridge